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IN REPLY REFER TO

FILE No. 29

AMERICAN CONSULAR SERVICE

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

AVERICAN CONSULATE
Acera, Gold Coast
August 9, 1942

Deareiat love: L-% ‘71']:’ 7/‘(

I can't begin to tell you how happy it made me when
your letter arrived - the one of July 11-18. It came on July 3lst,
which lsn't bsd when you conslider that 1t probably wasted a couple
of extra days golng down to Lagos and hack. The good old cmmpany
mall works out very well, and has the additlional advantage of being
less expensive, too, W1ll you still be able to use 1t when PAA_penyag
1s taken over by the Army *?

I guees I had been feeling a little worse than usual
just before the letter came, I don't like being away from "home",
s I smilingly call Lagoe. I mics my thinge, the radio, and most
of all the opportunity to lead my own life, within the framework
of officiasl dutues, Here, &s & sort of guest in Andy's house, I
can de absolutely nothing for myself., I have no transportation.

I can't invite friende in for drinks or dinner. I eat when he
wents to, and, in general, fit my life to hls routine, Your letter
mede me feel that there was one thing I had which he didn't and
couldn't share - your love., I felt it reeting upon me, likk the
shadow of a great mountain, as you described it, only this time 1t
was a very welcome shadow - & bit of rest and peace from the heat
of the day., I do love you so very, very much, my dearest, I do

so hope that 1t will be possible for us to join soon. You said in
this letter, "Remember that you are not alone, but surrounded by
my loveﬁ and that that love will alwsye be there when and if you
want 1t"., That is wonderful, darling. That is Just the way I
feel, and the assurance that your love 1s with and around me makes
me feel more at home in a atrange place. Of course, darling, it
isn't a gquestion of "when or if". I do want your love right now,
and there aren't and never will be any ifs. My love for you ls
unconditional and unvarying, unless perhaps 1t might grow deeper and
mbre intense as time paseses by, I life in awe and wonder at the
quality of your falthfulness, and I feel very humble that I should
have evoked such sacrifice and such nobility of character, For the
hundredth time, dearest, I hope that you will never have cause to
regret what you have done for me, I am wholly yours, for life and
after. May Zhis lovely vision of ours never fade!

I have Just given & note to you to a good friendf of
mine, Dana Fisher. As he 1s leaving tonight by Stratoliner, he
will elther have presented it by this time, or else he will not have
been able to, Dana is a grand person, I first met him in Lagos
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in January or February, when he first came over for TWA, #fter un-
loading equipment there, he came to Acera, where I saw him briefly
last May and agaln the other night. I think he is & 1little more
vocal than Capt. Bledsoce, and I hope that he will be able to tell
you about 1life in Accra. I asked to him testify that I have been
terribly busy. He speaks from first hand knowledge, since he had to
walt for almost halg an hour after 6:30 the other evening for me to
finish up at the office so we could have dinner together at the camp,
After dinner, we went to the camp movies and saw,"Ahaunting We Will
Go" with Laurel and Hardy. It was terrible; miss it at all costs,

There has been quite a lot doing during the last week,
Last Monday Andy and I were invited for lunch with the Resident
Minister, Lord Swinton, whom I mentioned in a previous letter as being
in Accra. His headquarters are asbout seven miles from town in a
very pretty suburb, Achimota, which houses the most pretentious *
African school and university in Africa, It was the brain child of
one of the former governors, and I must say that it is a very creditable
monument to his momery. The Minister has taken over one of the college
bullding for hie office, and I believe he lives in another one, He
takes hls meals in a mess with the members of his stsff - like the
pappa of a good sized family of grown-up children. He was very
pleasant, and the talk was confined almost exclusively to trivia.

On the fifth Mr. Shan#z came up from Lagos for a short stay.,
He talked over the situation with Lord Swinton, who had him out for
dinner, and General Fitzgerald. He didn't say much about what they
told him, except that Lord Swinton is most anxioue to cooperate in
every way and want to coordlinate our Join war effort in thie part of
the world. At the same time, Pat Mallon, the Consul from Leopoldville,
arrived, and the following day, while Shantz was stillhere, Mr, Loy
Henderson, a Foreign Service Inspector en route to Moscow, arrived.
This enabled Andy to have gquite an impressive dinner party: Gen,
Fitzgerald, Col Hyde, Mr, Henderson, Mr. Shantz, Mallon, and, of
course, youre truly. We were rather abashed by the battery of talent
present at one time, The following day, Andy spent the morning with
Henderson and explained to him the volume and importsnce of the work
which 1s belng done here., According to Andy, Henderson was greatly
impressed and sald that he would send off a wire from Cairo asking for
AAA priority for additional help for thie Consulate. He also aaid,
8t11l according to Andy, that he will recommend moving the Consulate
General from Lagos to Accra at the end of this yesr, at which time
Andy will also be called home on leave., Mr. Shantz, on the other
hand, does not seem very fond of the idea of moving to Accra, Some-
one asked him bald outright if, in view of the fact that all the
principal offices are now located here, he wasn't considering mowing
up. He smiled and said, "I think I'll be an exception", Under dif-
ferent circmmstances, I think I would like Accra all right, but as
long as Andy is here, I'm anxious to return to Lagos,

Anent my return to Lagos, my month will be up one week from
today. A non-career Vice Consul, Leland Altaffer, has been assigned
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here, He ie at Lourengo Marques, having arrived with all the exchange
people from the Far East. We have had a cable saying that he 48 en-
deavoring to arrange air transportation, We have wired to the Control
Officer at Leopoldville, whom we know well, snd asked him to help, so
it is poseible that Altaffer will get here within a couple of weeks.
Unless there is & long delay, I will probably go back to Lagos as soon
&6 he arrives, He 1s not a young man., He has been in the Service for
a number of years and gets $3000 a year, which is pretty good for a
non-career man, I wonder how he will get along with Andy. Andy is
not exactly an easy person to work with., In fact, he can't work with

anybody. Either they work for him, for there 1s an explosion, I have
had to make a real effort many times to keep myself under control. How-
ever, I guess Altaffer will just have to bear it. The discipline of
the Foreign S8ervice, though less obvious than that of the Army, 1is
actually Just ae strict if it comes to that point. Anyway, the sooner
he arrives and the sooner I leave, the happier I will be,

I was interested to hear that Dorothy has written you from
Lisbon, I think I told you thet I wrote to Mr. Parry some time back.
We have since received a recelpt from the Legation, but so far no
answer has come in, I was also interested to hear that Jones had been
through on his way to London. I imagine he was glad to get that as-
signment, although he certalinly wasn't any too friendly to the British
winen we were having our bull sessions last summer, What did he think
about the war after it started ? I am not surprised about his July Sth
ceble. The poor @uy is Just in love with you, that's all. And belng
in love with you myself, I have some 1dea how he must feel, even
though I have never lived with you and consecuently don't have the
stock of memories which must haunt him in his quiet moments, Although
1t sounds presumptious to say so, I sometimes think I realized how
much he loved you better than you did, and that is what made me feel
80 terrible at the time of the breek-up. Regerdless of how mad he
was when he failed to win you back, that wouldn't be likely to change
his feeling fundamentally. I imagine you will receive many more evi-
_dences of that before 1t 1s over. That is why I feel so keenly the
responsiblility of making you happy for the rest of your life - to prove
to myself as well as to you th&t we were justified in csasusing ‘him so
much pain. And that, too, is the reason you can always be sure of me,
If I work at it all my life, and I hope I will, I can never repay what
I owe you, You have saved me from a life so hopeless and purposeless
that the mere thought of it now makes me shudder, You are my whole
life, my whole future, I couldn't face again the old prospects, having
hed this dream of oursburst upon me, Having known the hope of a better
life with you, I can't go back to the thought of living salone agsin.
I can walt any amount of time as long as there 1s a chance; but without
the hope, there is nothing.

I received an envelope, obviously from Bud Francle, with
two gorgeous plctures of you and also of the family. I suppose he
showed you the clipping about Janie's wedding, with the plcture of her

in her bridal gown. She looked lovely, didn't she ? I still haven't
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heard a word from her. If by any chance you didn't see the clipping,
please let me know and I will send 1t to you to keep for me, Daddy
sayes that Jenie and Norman are now established in Washington. It seems’
very funny to think of my babby sister being married. I hope she
won't beat me too far. A few days before this envelop arrived, I
wrote a note for Bud to tell him that I was here and sent &m it tog
the PAA personnel mansger, who kbhhdly offered to give it to Bud when
he comes in next, If he had time to call the Consulate in Lagos, he
would have found out where I was enyway, and I hope he will call me
the next time he 1s in Accrs., Also in the envelop were two tooth
brushes and a nice pencil with three colors of lead, Am I to thank
You or someone else for this remembrance ? If you was you, many
thanks, I have found the pencill very useful indeed, especially since
we are short on pencils with erasers here. Although the need for
tooth brushes was less acuté since you sent over two, they are always
good to have, especially since no never knows what is going to be
rationed next. But Oh, those lovely pictures of you! It just breaks
my heart to think that Mr, Bishop can lle out on the beach with you
while I have to be miles and so many miles away. In faet; I'm green
with envy of all the lucky people who can be near you &nd hear the
sound of your volce and see your lovely brown eyes., Often and often
I think back to the day when we were having lunch at the Csasa de
Santo Antonio and I eald I would soon be going away. And then you
looked at me with such a look in your eyes. It was sad, and almost
panlc stricken. I couldn't understand it at the time, although I
felt happy to think that you would be sorry to see me go., And how
bitterly I thought, "O yes, it's Uncle Bill, the o0ld friend of the
family. Why must 1t always be that I come too late and the best girls
are already married?" Now I know better, I am walting to see the
expresslon in your eyes when you see me agaln for the firet time,

I hope that it will be as glad as it was sad then.

Have you heard anything from Herve L'Heureux ? As you know,
I wanted to write him to ask his support with your passport applica-
Tion, but to date there has been no time. I think his influence with
the Personnel Divislon might be most helpful, as he knowsEMrhapdt
fairly well, I'm sorry Mr. Jester dldn't come your way, en he
left Lagos on June 27th, he didn't know how he would go, and I gave
him a letter for you and everything. I have learned since that he
arrived in Accra about noog and found there was a Stratoliner leaving
that afternoon, He took it and was in Washington on Tuesday, thus
making excellent time but miseing Miaml, You may be sure, dear, that
when I come I will take no plane that doesn't come to Miami,

You say in this letter that you are worried sbout my seeming
unsure about when I will get leave. I will be entitled to leave next
February, at which time it will have been three years since I left the
U.S8. It would be misleading to say that I am sure to get leave at
that time, It depends entirely on the personnel situation at that
time, and also the state of the budget. That is why it is hetter for
you to come out here If 1t 1s possible. I know the air situation is
hopeless at the moment. They have all sorts of passengers and freight
tlied up along the line. Just keédp on loving me andf:;ﬁ:%;l hope together.

}m”gQW¢/éuwa%L o Hlthaan
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